
H
aving acknowledged that the places and 
structures in our Diocese of Brescia in the 
Fontanelle area, in the territory of the parish of 

Santa Maria Immacolata in Borgosotto di Montichiari 
(BS), have become in recent decades an important 
spiritual reference point and a place of pilgrimage for 
thousands of faithful from Italy and abroad;

Considering that the historical origin of this impos-
ing phenomenon of prayer and veneration towards 
the holy Mother of the Lord – invoked here as “Rosa 
Mystica - Mother of the Church” – is linked in a way 

that is not secondary to the spiritual experience of 
Pierina Gilli (1911-1991);

Noting that the historical origin of this phenome-
non and its subsequent developments are currently 
the subject of a renewed phase of study and dis-
cernment on the part of the ecclesiastical authority, 
also in order to better understand if and how, in the 
present, it may favor and increase the Christian life 
of pilgrims, and considering its convinced affi nity to 
the Church and the sharing of its evangelizing mis-
sion under the protection and inspiration of the One 
who has always been exalted for Her immaculate 
holiness, Her closeness to God and to men, and Her 
maternal mediation;

Considering that since 2001 my esteemed Pre-
decessors, in strict agreement with the indications 
of the competent organs of the Apostolic See, con-
stantly reaffi rmed the importance of welcoming and 
recognizing the exercise of public worship in the 
aforementioned places, moderating it through the 
promulgation of special diocesan directories; 

Considering the importance of recognizing also on 
the canonical level the missionary potential of these 
sacred places, in order to consolidate, strengthen 
and increase the numerous spiritual fruits germinat-
ed here over time, as well as to offer the dutiful and 
ecclesial pastoral care of the pilgrims, especially 
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through conscious, active and fruitful celebrations 
of the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist, 
in view of a life and a baptismal testimony that are 
more adherent to the demands of the Gospel and of 
fraternal love;

Considering canons 1230-1234 of the C.I.C., of my 
ordinary authority,

I CONSTITUTE THE DIOCESAN SHRINE
ROSA MYSTICA - MOTHER OF THE CHURCH

IN Fontanelle DI MONTICHIARI

The approval of a new Statute of the new Sanctu-
ary and the appointment of the Rector will be provid-
ed as soon as possible.
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Effectuated in Brescia on December 7, 2019
At the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

 THE BISHOP

THE DIOCESAN CHANCELLOR
Mons. Marco Alba

THE DIOCESAN CHANCEL
Mons. Marco Alba

O
n this eve of the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, in the 
radiant light of her mystery of 

grace and glory, profoundly grateful to 
God, we have the joy of starting here in 
this place, a new phase of the journey. 
With this celebration, and with the de-
cree that has been proclaimed, today 
we constitute here, in Fontanelle, the 
diocesan shrine of Maria Rosa Mystica 
and Mother of the Church.

In fulfi lling this solemn act, we actu-
ally insert ourselves in a furrow opened 
by those who preceded us, by the great 
crowd who up to now have prayed in 
this place with faith and opened their 
hearts to the action of the Holy Spirit, 
capable of converting and regenerating 
to the life of faith. And we also feel in 
communion with the thousands of peo-
ple in the world who turn to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, invoking her as Rosa Mys-
tica and Mother of the Church, drawing 
inspiration from this place and from the 
events related with it.

Encouraged by the support of the 
Holy See and in full communion with 
the Supreme Pontiff Francis, we have 
the joy of dedicating this sanctuary to 
the Mother of the Lord, recognizing in 
her the full truth that these two sugges-
tive qualifi cations express.

Rosa Mystica, flower of grace in 
which the beauty of redemption fi nds 
a privileged and singular manifesta-
tion; fl ower of tenderness, in which the 
petals form an embrace that tightens 
around a secret nucleus, guarded in 

its precious beauty; a fl ower, symbol 
of the Church itself, a communion of 
saints that fl ows as from a source from 
the side of Christ crucifi ed, in the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 

And how can we not think of the 
perspective in the admirable vision in 
the fi nal song of the Paradise of Divine 
Comedy? Saint Bernard, the mystic ac-
companying Dante in the last part of his 
journey, standing still before the Virgin 
in all her dazzling beauty and refl ecting 
on the mystery of the incarnation who 
saw her as the protagonist, says of her: 
“Within thy womb rekindled was the 
Love, through whose warm infl uence 
in the eternal Peace this Flower hath 
blossomed thus”. The fl ower germinat-
ed by the warmth of Christ’s love in the 
work of redemption is the rose of the 
blessed, that is, the entire Church in the 
splendour of its holiness.

Thus, the qualifi cation of the Virgin as 
“Rosa Mystica” is well united with that 

of “Mother of the Church”. Together 
with her, the fl ower of Grace, also the 
disciples of the Lord, his brothers in 
the faith, form the holy people of God; 
they become witnesses of the Gospel, 
announcing the beauty of the Kingdom 
of God, spreading in the world the fi ne 
perfume of Christ. And the Mother of 
Jesus, the God with us, also becomes 
the Mother of the Church: she involves 
the Church in Her generating power, 
defends her from evil, supports her on 
the path of conversion, consoles her 
in trials, sanctifi es her in the truth and 
inspires her to carry out her missions.

I wish that in this light, each of us 
contemplates this sanctuary that we 
have constituted today. That in the 
wake of what has been lived until now, 
it may become more and more a place 
to feel the power of grace that is born 
of faith in Jesus Christ and of devotion 
to his holy Mother.

Let it be a place in which to grow 
as a church and in which to pray for 
the Church. The water of this source 
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reminds us of the Baptism that every 
Christian has received; it reminds us of 
the fact that today the Church needs to 
return to the essence of her reality, her 
holiness, the experience of grace in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

May this sanctuary be a place to live 
ever more intensely the beauty of be-
longing to the Church of the Lord, as a 
people redeemed by His blood, with a 
royal priesthood and as a holy nation.

May it be the place in which we can 
experience the divine power of conver-
sion, of rebirth, of salvation, but also 
of consolation and hope in constant 
prayers and celebrations of the Sacra-
ments.

May here, along with prayer, also the 
awareness of the value of penance and 
sacrifice be cultivated: of the loving 
daily offering of our proper life in com-
munion with Christ the Redeemer and 
of penance as a lifestyle, capable of 
counteracting a worldliness that extin-
guishes the joy of the heart.

May it also be a place in which to raise 
intercessory prayer, in communion with 
the holy Mother of God, Rosa Mystica 
and Mother of the Church. Let us pray 
in this sanctuary for the holiness of the 
whole Church, and in particular for its 
ministers, for those whom the Lord has 
called to a life of consecration.

Let us ask for them the grace of ho-
liness, a clear and joyful witness, ask-
ing forgiveness for all their guilt and for 
the evil caused by them to the mysti-
cal body of the Church. Let us ask the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to preserve, ac-
company and support all consecrated 
men and women in their noble mission 
of promulgating the Gospel.

And while we say all this, we cannot 
but think of the testimony of Pierina Gil-
li. This place is linked to her and draws 

her spirituality from her unique expe-
rience. The Church is in her maternal 
solicitude, called to listen to the signs 
of the Spirit.

The times and the ways of spiritual 
discernment are part of a providential 
design, whose contours often escape 
our clear vision. So let us keep our-
selves open to the will of the Lord and 
continue this discernment about the 
events that happened in this place. We 
are encouraged by the full communion 
between our Diocese and the Holy See, 
in the common desire to truthfully inter-

pret the extraordinary experience lived 
by Pierina Gilli in great humility and with 
sincere faith. The Blessed Virgin Mary 
will also watch over this path that con-
tinues.

We entrust this sanctuary to the 
holy Mother of the Lord, Rosa Mystica 
and Mother of the Church. We ask her 
to make it more and more a place of 
grace. From Her we hope every good 
for our diocesan Church and for the 
whole Church.

† Pierantonio Tremolada

“In Thy womb was rekindled the Love”

Thus Dante made Saint Bernard describe in the last Chant of Paradise, the great 
mystery of the Incarnation that took place in Mary’s womb, so that the most beau-

tiful Flower, that of the birth of the Infant Jesus, could germinate for us.
With these same words, our Bishop of Brescia, during his homily of the Vigil of 

the Immaculate Conception, in the solemn celebration of the constitution of the Di-
ocesan Shrine Rosa Mystica - Mother of the Church, reminded how the Church 
carefully preserves its germinating nucleus and embraces it with a fi ery eternal love, 
and how the Virgin Mary, with the delicacy of a Rose, wraps with her petals all her 
children who have the desire to return to this embrace, especially the most distant 
and suffering ones. 

This is the task that the Bishop solemnly entrusts to us and for which this new 
Marian Shrine wishes to be a humble and simple instrument, based on the example 
of Pierina Gilli, docile to the powerful action of the Spirit and open to recognizing the 
ever new fruits of the Grace.

With a heart full of emotion and gratitude for the great gift we have received from 
our diocesan Church, united with so many faithful and devotees of Rosa Mystica, 
who in these days have gathered around us with great affection, we wish to place 
ourselves with renewed confi dence in the wake of this long ecclesial journey, which 
today has reached a historic turning point. May the Immaculate Virgin help us all to 
understand how to offer  our lives in an ever more and better way, to announce the 
beauty of the Gospel. To all a sincere wish for a Holy Christmas and a New Year of 
Grace in the Lord Jesus!

Mgr Marco Alba
Episcopal Delegate
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PLENARY INDULGENCE BY THE CHURCH

List of liturgical days in which the Plenary Indulgence 
is granted in ordinary form, under the usual conditions, 

at the Diocesan Shrine Rosa Mystica 
Mother of the Church

❍ January 1: Solemnity of the Mother of God
❍ March 25: Solemnity of the Annunciation of Mary
❍ Every Friday of Lent
❍ Sunday Solemnity of the Divine Mercy (2nd Easter day)
❍ Sunday of Pentecost 
❍ Sunday of the Solemnity of Corpus Christi
❍ Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
 (Friday after Corpus Domini)
❍ August 15: Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary
❍ November 2: Commemoration of the Faithful Dead
❍ Sunday of the Solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe
❍ December 8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
❍ December 31: Memory of St. Silvester
❍  Once a year, on a day chosen by the faithful (eg: birthday, an-

niversary of baptism, marriage, sacred ordination, of religious 
vows etc.)

❍ On the occasion of a collective pilgrimage to the Sanctuary

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year!

Brescia, November 21, 2019

Dear All,
The places and structures in our Diocese in the Fontanelle area, in 

the territory of the parish of Santa Maria Immacolata in Borgosotto di 
Montichiari (BS), have for many years become an important spiritual 
reference point and a place of pilgrimage for thousands of faithful 
from Italy and from abroad.

This impressive phenomenon of prayer and veneration towards the 
holy Mother of the Lord – here invoked as Rosa Mystica and Mother of 
the Church – is linked in a way that is not secondary to the spiritual ex-
perience of Pierina Gilli (1911-1991), an experience that is the subject 
of a renewed phase of study and discernment by the ecclesiastical 
authority, both at the diocesan level and in the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.

The purpose of this in-depth investigation is to better understand 
whether and how this kind of spiritual experience can promote and in-
crease the current Christian life, the sense of belonging to the Church 
and the participation in their mission of evangelization, under the pro-
tection and inspiration of the Holy Mother of the Lord.

Since 2001, my esteemed predecessors, in strict agreement with 
the indications of the competent organs of the Apostolic See, con-
stantly reaffirmed the importance of welcoming and recognizing 
the exercise of public worship in the Fontanelle area, moderating it 
through the promulgation of special diocesan directives.

It is a joy for me to inform you that at my explicit request, the Apos-
tolic See itself, through the Congregation for Worship, has allowed the 
Diocesan Shrine Rosa Mystica - Mother of the Church to be instituted 
at this location and I willingly intend to establish it with a special de-
cree, starting from 7 December 2019. On that occasion – the eve of 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception – I will personally visit 
these places to solemnly celebrate the Eucharist, thus inaugurating 
the spiritual path of the diocesan sanctuary.

The Bishop of Brescia

Open letter 
to the Diocese

With such a solemn proclamation, the missionary potential of these 
sacred places is, in fact, also recognized on the canonical level, in 
order to consolidate, strengthen and increase the numerous spiritual 
fruits germinated here over time. To this end, I would like the pastoral 
care of pilgrims to be intensifi ed and to be well understood, to remain 
constant and that the celebrations of the Sacraments of Confession 
and the Eucharist will be even more active and fruitful. I also intend to 
provide soon for the appointment of the Rector of the Sanctuary and 
for the defi nition of the statutes concerning the life and activity of the 
sanctuary itself.

Grateful to the Lord for this gift that enriches our diocesan church, 
we entrust our journey to the Holy Mother of God and invoke from her 
the grace of an ever more intensely faith, lively hope and an active 
charity. 

I affectionately invoke the Lord’s blessing upon all.

 † Pierantonio Tremolada

N.B. Every fi rst Saturday of the month, starting from Saturday, January 4, 2020 
at 10:30 Holy Mass will be celebrated, preceded by the rosary at 10:00 accord-
ing to the desire expressed by the Virgin Mary to the children of Fatima.


